US SOCCER NATIONAL
APPEALS COMMITTEE

REFEREE ASSAULT AND.
ABUSE """""":::”{;;' 13:11111"'
MISCONDUCT TOW/



AUTHORITY

* 1. USSF Policy 531-9 Misconduct toward
game Offl CI al S.

a. Thisrule SupefSGdeS all rules of

b. Nothing in this rule shall
restrictions on anyone not
thisrule



+ 1. THE MATCH

WHEN MAY MISCONDUCT
OCCUR

Before
During
After

2.ORLATER
If dl reCtI y rel at :.p
ref eree. jjjii;;;;;jjjiiiilf""""



WHO IS COVERED

*1. All USSF Registered:
a. Referees
c. Fourth Officials

*2. Any other appointed match official
*3. Any club assistant referee

*4. Any non-registered per
under Poli Cy 53 e



WHAT IS ASSAULT ?

“An intentional act of physice |
violence at or upon & refe =



ASSAULT INCLUDES BUT IS
NOT LIMITED TO:

 Hitting, Punching, or Choking
e Spitting on

« Grabbing

e Bodily running into
 Kicking or throwing at
e Damaging uniform
» Damaging personal pr




WHAT IS ABUSE ?

“ A Ver bal Statement Or
physical act not resulting | .
bodily contact whi ch implie
o threct S
areferee or the refe

prOpert Or €



ABUSE INCLUDES BUT IS
NOT LIMITED TO:

e Foul Language

e Abusive Language

e Spewing any beverage
e Spitting at (but not on)
 Verbal Threats




VERBAL THREATS

- Remarksthat carry theimplied or direct
threat of physical harm.

+ “I'll get you after the game”



JURISDICTION

e Who can be charged?
Any player, coach, manager, club official or game
Off ICI al I

+ What are the responsibilities of the
To verity and to hold ahearing



REPORTING

*As developed by the US Soccer

Referee Committee.
—Reportsto the SA from thereferee
within forty-eight(48) hours
— For Tournaments Events " ':::?fEﬁ:ﬁf"’iﬁ..,
the incident to event director ar
ten(10) days to the home
associ ation of the defen



T he fOI I OWI ng are Sampl e
AssaLilt SNCCEEE



ASSAULT

Dear

Y ou have been charged with referee assault under USSF Policy 531-9
and SA Rule’. Per USSF Policy 531-9 you are suspended from all
activities of the SA and the USSF pending a hearing on the charges
against you.

This hearing must be held within thirty(30) days from today or
have the right to have the matter heard by the US Soccer Appesals
Committee.

Copies of the charges against you, all possible penz
reports and all applicable rules and procedures er

Y ou will be notified of the hearing date

If you have any questions, Please cc



ABUSE
Dear

Y ou have been charged with referee abuse under USSF Policy 531-9
and SA Rule7.

Per USSF Policy 531-9 you are entitled to a hearing on the charges
against you. This hearing must be held within thirty(30) days from Z
today or you have the right to have the matter heard by the US SOC /.;"4;;11.f"

Copies of the charges against you, all possible penalties
reports and all applicable rules and procedures are enclosed.

Y ou will be notified of the hearing date withi

If you have any questions, please contac



HEARINGS /GENERAL

» 1. Must be held within 30 days of
verification of the abuse or assault by the
State Association.

+ 2.1 ot held within 30 days, jurisdictior
may be taken by USSF Appeals Cc

e 3. Must be heard bya“
PErsons. .




ASSAULT HEARINGS

o A. Alleged assault offender is automatically
suspended until his’her hearing.

.+ B. Failure to hold an initial hearing within
30 days shall not rescind the automatic
suspension.

 C. Due process requirest
offender is given the
possible



ABUSE HEARINGS

 A. Hearing is held when requested by the
al I eged Offender o OtherWI e deemed ,,,,,,:""’jﬁﬁﬁﬁij%i"//
— Hearing is probably always “appropriate”
aware of their rights and of
penal tl es tha[ they mav b




PENALTIES /ASSAULT

1. The player, coach, manager, or official committing
referee assault is automatically suspended as followed:

A. Minimum 3 months for minor or slight touching

B. Minimum 6 months for other assault, except as
follows

C. 5 Year minimum with serious injury

D. 3'Year minimum adult defendant with ¢
referee.(17 years of age or under) |
— If minor or dlight touching, 3 month m

E. If circumstances warrant |
Imposed.




PENALTIES /ABUSE

» The player, coach, manager, or official 4
committ S8 referee abuse Is automaticall
Suspended as fOI I OWS "'//"/,,.:::jj?:jjjf;"""/

e A. 3 match minimum

* B. If circumstances warrant
Suspensi ons may be 1mp

— Repeat Offenders




APPEALS /ASSAULT

* Appeals are directed to the USSF Apped
Com ml e ';;;;;;j:iiil---"""'

» Filed within 10 days from re
decision.



APPEALS /ABUSE

 Follows the procedures of:

e The State Associa

ion and/ or the



WHAT TO WATCH FOR AND

KEEP WATCHING FOR

Due process. e Send reports to the State
Association of offender.
Accurate reports of

- * Keep penaltieswithin the 4
2 """"'IIIIIIII:::E;;;;;;Eﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ....f'""
» Protect therights of t =

Copies of all reports to
the offender.

Keep emotions out of
record.
procedure.



